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Game Creek Video Selects Riedel’s MediorNet FusioN IP Gateways for State-of-the-art Mobile Unit Fleet

SANTA CLARITA, Calif. — Nov. 4, 2020 — Game Creek Video, a leading provider of advanced mobile television production facilities, has launched four new mobile units in the last year — with a fifth nearing completion — relying on Riedel Communications’ ultra-dense IP gateway solutions for intertruck connectivity. Riedel’s MediorNet FusioN standalone IP converters drive full SMPTE ST 2110-based signal processing in the five mobile production systems — all of which represent the state of the art in 4K/HDR production.

All five of the new Game Creek mobile facilities are 53-foot expandable systems and represent a significant innovation in mobile production by deploying an entire remote IP facility into a single truck, therefore eliminating the need for a secondary B unit for onsite support. Bravo and Columbia, the first two Game Creek Video mobile facilities to feature the Riedel IP infrastructure solutions, were launched in late 2019, with Gridiron A, Gridiron B, and Celtic following earlier this year. 

Bravo and Gridiron are dedicated to FOX Sports’ NFL and college football coverage, while CBS Sports has reserved Columbia and Celtic for its NFL and college basketball broadcasts. Gotham, the truck currently in development, will enable MSG Networks’ coverage of New York Rangers hockey and New York Knicks basketball games.

“With Bravo, we were taking a significant new direction in our facility design by trying to achieve full IP workflows within the footprint of a single mobile unit. Naturally, that meant finding robust and effective solutions that could also run as cool as possible and meet the space constraints and weight restrictions of a 53-foot truck,” said Keith Martin, Engineering Project Manager, Game Creek Video. “Not only do the Riedel MediorNet devices check all of those boxes, but, as native IP and 2110 solutions, they allow us to maximize all of the benefits of IP operations including lower cost per path, reduced setup time, connectivity with our legacy assets, and overall simplicity of deployment. Plus, Riedel equipment is famously rugged and reliable, a critical factor since equipment on any type of mobile facility takes a real beating in a typical broadcast year.”

Deployed on board each truck are 16 high-density Riedel MediorNet FusioN 6 gateways and two 2-RU MediorNet MBR 18 chassis, which work in combination to create a pair of truck-to-truck interfaces, known as Game Creek Video’s T2T™, each enabling support of up to 32 x 32 optical video paths. This Riedel equipment effectively reduces up to 128 strands of fiber cable to only eight — greatly simplifying each production and reducing points of failure. 

The MediorNet-based T2T interface also creates seamless, vendor agnostic connectivity
between the five new trucks and Game Creek Video’s fleet of legacy, SDI baseband facilities, eliminating the need to convert SDI signals from electrical copper to optical fiber and then back again. Using a 25-gigabit Ethernet interface, the FusioN gateways can transport signals on the SMPTE ST 2110 network and then output them as CWDM-wavelength SDI directly to legacy equipment in a baseband truck.

“The ability to not only interconnect any of our 2110-based facilities with each other, but with any of our traditional baseband SDI mobile facilities, brings incredible flexibility to each production and allows us to maximize the investment in our entire fleet of vehicles,” Martin added. “But the main reason we leaned heavily into Riedel for the T2T interface is the incredible versatility of the solution. In a single box, we have a complete solution for handling SDI, CWDM wavelength, and the other complexities of the deployment. Plus, the Riedel team was outstanding to work with, helping us conceptualize and then realize a new approach that replaced products we had been relying on for a very long time. Riedel is an important partner now.”   

Further information about Riedel and the company’s products is available at www.riedel.net.

# # #

About Game Creek Video 
Game Creek Video has been a family-owned-and-operated media production services and facilities provider headquartered in New Hampshire, U.S., since 1993. Since then, the company has grown organically from two trucks and six employees into 30 mobile unit systems, another 30 production support units, and over 175 full-time employees who are at the center of producing the world’s largest events. Game Creek has been trusted to be the engineering and logistical expertise behind years of the Super Bowl, NASCAR for NBC and Fox, the Masters, the U.S. Open, the PGA Championship, the Final Four and March Madness, the NBA Finals, Thursday Night Football, the College Football Playoffs, and U.S. Presidential inaugurations and debates. More information is available at gamecreekvideo.com.

About Riedel Communications North America 
Riedel Communications designs, manufactures, and distributes pioneering real-time video, audio, data, and communications networks for broadcast, pro audio, event, sports, theater, and security applications. Riedel is locally headquartered in Los Angeles with an IP development hub in Montreal, Canada, and its global headquarters in Wuppertal, Germany. Riedel employs over 700 people in 25 locations throughout Europe, Australia, Asia, and the Americas. 

All trademarks appearing herein are the property of their respective owners.
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